Editorial

Corruption Still a
menace to our society

The scourge of corruption has been one almost
everybody in the state has had the unfortunate
opportunity to experience it. This all pervading social
malaise has been acknowledged, reported and
discussed, but till now precious little has been done
to ease its frightening grip on the society. And for
the intrepid few who dare tread the dangerous path
to unveiling the mask of the corruptors, the conclusion
has almost always been the same- engineered
confusion and institutional indecision leading such
laudable efforts to be an exercise in futility. That the
practice of corruption has been deeply institutionalized
in the system would be stating the obvious and a fact
made redundant by its ubiquitous nature.

The setting up of anti-corruption cell by the new
N. Biren Singh regime has served some purpose but
not all. The scourge is increasingly becoming a
crippling experience for the state, especially at the
backdrop of the increasingly volatile social
atmosphere.

As serious and insidious as the problem is proving
to be, there has never been any worthwhile or
concerted effort to remedy it. While the number of
individuals openly condemning the many reports and
instances of corruption has been on the rise, thanks
in no small measure to social medias and other
interactive platforms, institutional reforms or efforts
has been sorely lacking. There is a plausible
explanation for the same- that corruption is being
bred and nurtured within the very system that
generates power and authority. Corruption results
from a structure that can be manipulated. The two
might be regarded as the two sides of the same coin,
given the fact that where power resides, there is
bound to be corruption, for at the heart of the matter
lie the irrefutable truth that corruption is a result of
inequalities, of imbalances in power and authority and
the insatiable urge of men to collect wealth and riches
not warranted by the power and authority vested in
them by the society. In other words, corruption means
the practice of obtaining power, influence, or other
personal gains through illegitimate means, often at
others’ expense. While the situation looks gloomy,
there also remains the fact that corruption is a practice
as old as civilization itself, and that despite the years,
there are still institutions and systems which have
managed to fend off or reduce the menace to a great
extent. Taking a leaf out of such government
institutions and systems, we need to build on the
principles and procedures which will elevate the
problem to a manageable level, because truth be told,
eradicating corruption completely would be an
impossible ideal and wishful thinking. A more pragmatic
approach would be to build a sub-system of checks
and balances into the system to counter the present
practices and the procedures that enables such
practices to continue and flourish.

Beside the Anti -corruption Cell, another approach
would be to raise awareness of the various devices
made available for individuals to check the menace
at the personal or individual level- the PIL (Public
Interest Litigation) and RTI (Right to Information),
along with a proactive and earnest print and electronic
media, could prove very effective in stemming the
tide and keeping things in check for now.
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Thai ex-PMYingluck skips court, arrest warrant issued

AFP fearing she may flee the couniigad ~ Shinawatra also a former premfed  the seizure of Bangkak'airports in
Bangkok, Aug 25: Thai ex-prime judge Cheep Chulamon told theThailand in 2008 before he was2008 — and legal cases.
ministerYingluck Shinawatra missed court, rescheduling the verdict toconvicted of graft and handed a twaA conviction forYingluck, 50, would

a court appearance in a negligenc&eptember 27. year jail term.He has not returned be a gut punch to the Shinawatra
trial today that could have seen helyingluck’s government was removedsince and his Thai passport has begolitical dynasty

jailed, prompting the Supreme Courtby a military coup in 2014. revoked, instead he is believed to us€hey have clung on iThailands

to issue an arrest warrant fearing shé convicted for negligence over aa Montenegrin passport to travetreacherous political game for more
is a flight risk. flagship rice subsidy policghe faces between homes in Dubai, Londonthan a decade despite two coups,
Thousands of supporters -upto10yearsin prison and a life batdong Kong and Singapore. deadly protests, a cascade of law
outnumbered by security forces -from politics. Thailand is deeply divided betweencases and asset seizures.

waited for a glimpse dthailands first I was told at 8am that she was sickhe Shinawatras and their politicalYingluck’s flagship rice subsidy
female prime ministebut she did not from Meniere$ disease and felt base, which is mainly drawn from thepoured cash on her famigyrural
show prompting fevered speculationvertigo, so she asked the court toural poorand a royalist army-aligned political heartland, paying up to twice
that she may have joined her billionairgpostpone,” her lawyer Norawit elite, who loathe the clan and refus¢he market rate for the grain.

brother Thaksin in self-exile. Larleng, told a throng of reportersto cede power to democraticBut it was beset by graft and led to
“Her lawyer said she is sick and askedutside the court. governments. billions of dollars of losses.

to delay the ruling... the court doesHe added “I dortknow” when asked Thaksin remains a galvanising forceShe has pleaded not guilty to the
not believe she is sick... and hasvhether she was still in Thailand.  for his partywhich has been batteredcharges, saying she is the victim of a
decided to issue an arrest warrant,Yingluck's brother Thaksin by coups, mass protests — includingsubtle political game.”
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